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I very much liked your caution regarding the common kit-
chen. Our ideal of the Ashram is that even visitors should ob-
serve brahmacharya while they stay in it. This rule is made cate-
gorical in the new set of rules. That has naturally added to the
number of those taking their meals in the common kitchen. How
can we say that even those who take the vow of brahmacharya are
not brahmacharis of their own will? I, however, believe your
statement that many have joined the common kitchen out of
their respect for me. The kitchen has led to a new idea during
the past few days. There is no suggestion that it should be aban-
doned, but a proposal is being discussed whether those who can-
not sincerely be its members and cannot whole-heartedly adopt
its other implications should not leave the Ashram.

I shall await your letter regarding the effect of the use of lin-
seed oil. How do you obtain fresh linseed oil? Do you obtain a
day's or a month's requirement, at a time? Do you get oil
pressed by an indigenous or an English mill? If it is oil pressed
in an indigenous mill and if you know the process through which
the seed is passed before it is pressed, please let me know. If you
do not know this, get the information and let me have it.

Blessings from

BAHJ

From a copy of the Gujarat!: G.W. 801.   Courtesy: Balkrishna Bhave

302.   SPEECH OJV BIRTH CENTENARY OF TOLSTOI
September 10, 1928
My present state of mind does not at all permit me to join in
celebrating any day or festival. Some time ago a reader of
Navajivan or Toung India asked me a question: "You have stated2,
writing about shraddka, that the right way of performing the
shraddha of our elders, on their death-anniversary day, is to re-
call their virtues and make them our own. May I ask you, there-
fore, how you observe the shraddha days of your elders?" I used to
observe these days when I was young, but I don't mind telling
you that now I do not even remember the dates on which they
fall. I do not recall to have observed any such day during the
1 The speech was delivered at a meeting held in the Ashram under the
auspices of the Ahmedabad Youth Association.   An  English version  of the
speech appeared in Toung India, 20-9-1928.
2 Vide VoL XXXIV, pp. 430-1.